Sagadahoc County
  
      [image: image1.png]


  Joel A. Merry, Sheriff

Sheriff’s Office                                                  Brett Strout, Chief Deputy                                                                                              
752 High Street, Bath, Maine 04530

 Telephone (207)443-8529   Fax (207)443-8224

PRESS RELEASE
12-17-2014 1510 hours

  At approximately 12:25 P.M. December 17, 2014 deputies from the Sagadahoc County Sheriff’s Office responded to the State Road in West Bath, at the New Meadows River, for an accident involving a school bus and a passenger car. Officers from the Bath Police Department, the Brunswick Police Department along with rescue units from West Bath and Bath also responded.

  The initial investigation reveals that a 2011 Ford Fiesta being driven by Philip Wallace (age 30) of 1580 Main Road in Phippsburg crossed the centerline and hit a school bus being driven by Raymond Bernier (age 48) of 14 Skyline Drive in Oakland, Maine. 

  The bus was carrying seven school aged passengers from the vocational program at Morse High School. Two of these school aged passengers suffered minor injuries, at least one of which was transported to a local hospital. The driver of the bus was uninjured.

  The Ford Fiesta had a female passenger, Rebecca Dyer (age 34) of 1580 Main Road in Phippsburg. Both Dyer and Wallace sustained significant injuries. Wallace was taken directly to Maine Medical Center where he is being treated. We do not have an update on his current condition. Dyer was taken to one of the local hospitals for treatment.
  The crash is being reconstructed by Officers from the Bath and Brunswick Police Departments and the overall investigation is being handled by the Sagadahoc Sheriff’s Office. At this point it appears that the driver of the Ford Fiesta crossed the centerline striking the school bus and that drugs and/or alcohol are a factor in this accident. 

  As of this writing the State Road is closed to traffic as the investigation continues.
  Further updates or questions should be directed to Sheriff Joel Merry at 443-8228.

